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EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY FOR HENRY A. KISSINGER FROM BUNKER 

1. I saw Thieu today and gave him a comprehensive and detailed account 
of your meeting with Michael, Yul, and Nestor. I began by informing 
him that the information I was about to impart was known on our side 
only to the President, you and myself. The President requested, there- 
fore, that he hold this report of the meeting and any subsequent meet- 
ings in the strictest secrecy and that at this stage he not inform any 
other individual of the fact of the meeting or meetings. I repeated this 
admonition at the end of our discussion. Thieu readily agreed that he 
would observe the Presidents request. 

2. Thieu followed my explanation of what had transpired at the meet- 
ing with close attention. I tried to give him what seemed to me to be 
the flavor as well as the substance of the talks. At the end of my 
explanation, I pointed out to him what seemed the significant points 
which came out of the meeting and which you and I discussed on 
March 8, i. e. , The other side: 

1) Did not balk at discussion of reciprocal withdrawal. 

2) Did not argue over question of need for reciprocity in 

withdrawal. 

3) Did not demand a change in the GVN as prerequisite to 
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engaging in the private talks, 

4) Did not mention the PRG. 

5) Understands that appointment of a new Ambassador in 
Paris is dependent on serious talks. 

r 

3. I then said that you propose to meet with the same group on 
March 16 in Paris. At that meeting, you would plan to get into the 
subject of mutual withdrawal. You would emphasize that reciprocity 
is essential, and that you would propose to ask the other side for 
their schedule for total withdrawal. You would also add that with- 
drawal has to have means for verification and provisions for release 
of prisoners of war. 

4. You would say nothing about political structure in South Viet-Nam 
except to emphasize again that we would not agree to the overthrow of 
the GVN. 

5. I then asked Thieu whether he agreed with the procedure we were 
following, our continuing to explore the other side*s intentions and to 
see whether we could move the negotiations ahead. He replied, 11 By 
all means. " 

6. Thieu then speculated as to whether the apparent change in attitude 
in Paris has some connection with Laos. He advanced the thesis that 

the DRV/ VC having felt the situation in South Viet-Nam has become too 

. 

difficult XHS would like to have some bargaining counter. They might 
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feel that they would have to withdraw from South Viet-Nam, but in 
this case would propose to remain in Laos. They might have to 
accept a political settlement in South Viet-Nam, but would try for 
a military settlement in Laos which would result in a new coalition 
government there more amenable to their wishes. They could then 
wait until the U. S. withdrew all its troops while they remained in 
Laos having worked out with a new government a political arrange- 
ment more favorable to them, hoping thus to put more pressure on 
us to reduce or eliminate our assistance to Laos, especially our air 


operations. 

7. Thieu concluded by saying that the problem is to find out what the 


other side want and how they will react. He agreed that you should 
continue to explore and probe this in further talks. 
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